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Oy! All happy marriages are alike, but each unhappy marriage is unhappy in its
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1 Thisjust in: They@e banned smoking indoors and out, and word hasiit they®e sending armed patrols
down the backalleys and snipers onto the rooftops, known haunts of smokers, to hunt @m down, in a
deployment reminiscent of the Tans in Q0. See below.
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% The old Turf Accountants, isit? Pardon me while | stagger briefly down le bon vieux boulevard des mZmoires, asit were.

Y es, Brother Barnabus back at Molloy College smoked those, to the a) detriment of his appetite and complexion (sallowish at
best) and b) tune of dozens a day, thereby deepening and broadening the already-rich bronchial chest-music that began with
the rising of the sun and lengthened steadily throughout the day until by eventide he was a walking chamber ensemble of
scratchy wheezes and mucal percussion with piercing woodwind interludes, positively vying with the barking dogs next door
for volume and projection of incessant soundN not that that stopped him from purveying Jesuitical learning, nor the zesty
jests for which he was world-famous from Y oughal to SkibbereenN hang on, 1Qe got one on the tip of my tongue: Q_est Old
Aquinas Be Forgot Cough Cough,Ocertainly his party favourite, and mine. Alas, poor Barnabus. The good news is that he
developed amad crush on a small West Indian cricketer and |eft the order in order to keep house for him. Rumour has it he@
kicked the Turf Accountants and is currently moving steadily upward in the world of L ondon fashion; in fact, the Quant
revival of the late teens was directly attributable to his influence, at least if you go by the society column in the Daily
Quotidian, which | don@®.
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*| went onto their web site, just as amatter of interest, while | was waiting for the post to bring the day® bills and threats
from bill-collectors. On the home page was Dr. Mole in person, shown for some reason playing golf, with a discernable
twinklein his eye and a sidecar laden with bottles of Power-Ade and Pssschitt French orange squash. QVelcome to Mole®,0
it says, before the flybitten old soundtrack lurchesinto life and gives you afull dose of Orurn Off the Meter Honey, 1@n
Staying the Night,Ocomplete with non-musical sound effectsN loud groans, popping of corks, slapping of bare thighsN
provided by Dr. Mole and his Cassistants,Owho look more like the denizens of a New Orleans bordello if you ask me, what
with the number and amplitude of tits on display E oh sorry. Just awee half-Q@n on the side, thanks. Now where was | ?
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® Until booed offstage by the likes of me. | mean it, 1®n not standing for any more of that rubbish, and you can hang that in
your barn and smoke it. Wait a sec. 1t& my round, you say? Are you quite sure? Halves all round then? Ah sure God bless
and preserve the two eyesin your head and the world they behold. | was only joking, just. Pints and chasersisit? Ay, | was
afraid yez would say that. My goodness me, | do believe | left my wallet in my other trousers.
® Funny you should mention it. That was where | met Samuela. No, honestly. One rainy afternoon in the Finsbury Park house
| was rummaging around in a few back issues of mum@ old copies of Bookhead when | came across a nifty snap of aright
corker on some beach somewhere (Florida, | reckon), identified in the caption as Dr. Samuela Johnson, Author of Aiiiieee!
Birching and Bondage in the Early Modern Era.OThat® my bird, | found myself saying, and before you knew it there | was,
on the blower to McAuroch International University in New Melton Mowbray, Fla., employer of said babe. CSure, son,Owere
her first words to me, and we were married shortly thereafter. Of course, she ditched me as soon as she got the chanceN it
was while motoring through the Black Forest on our honeymoon, as | recall, not long after 1@ seen her deep in conversation
with aleather-clad German named Dieter, in a glade outside Emmendingen
(1 only caught the words Cjet shut of that gitQN but it was fun while it lasted.

Man oh man is the stout good tonight it@ going down like porter so it is.
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Gut then, as an ex-drug addict and all-round failure in every'walk of life inclusive, what did!

helknow about anything at all, at alla
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" Now there® food for thought, not exactly a cordon bleu sirloin steak swimming in garlic butter and its own juices with a
side of neeps and tatties, but certainly a packet of crisps with oil and vinegar, at the very least.
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8 Sheik yourself. | don®know about the rest of yez, but | have the distinct feeling this bloke@ never been west of Weston-
super-mare, if that far. Sex-obsessed? Nous? Get out of that, boy, right avay. Why, only the other dayN yoused laugh your
tits off to hear this one, wait till | tell yezN | was deep in conversation with Mrs. Heap, down at the local Tesco®, you know,
the one with the permanent sale on caged birdsin their own feathers and mock-Chippendale armchairs...? No? Well, anyhow,
there she was. (Bex?0l enquired, being quite the lad, as you know. CEctually, | make it round half-five,Owas her prim reply,
and man oh man you should have seen the map on me then, you talk about forty shades of green!

Isit in me Power® yer puttinCthat icecube? Get it out of there and get out of that, boy. What do you take me for,
some kind of norteamericano shagger, or a 'Y ank altogether?
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Well, she wasn't, so it’'ll come as no surprise to either of us that Donal was, in fact, a goner, in
love instanter he was, the gawm, starting with her arse and spreading up and out, like.
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° Oh 1@ with you there, boyo, every step of the way. People, eh? Reminds of (hold me down and gag me if you@ heard this
one before) the time | worked in a hairdresser@. GBmelly little prat,Owas the customersQinitial assessment of me; then, when
1@ applied atouch of Wild Spice, buggered if it wasn®all GPonce! Oand Cshirt-lifter! Olndeed, fisticuffs erupted on the
cutting floor on that particular subject, with me in the hard-swinging position versus one Robb Manlove, a muscular carpet-
muncher who led the local branch of Dykes of Erin. We were into Round Three and she was giving as good as she got, left
hook for right, when Mr. Dunce, the owner of the place, intervened, his exposed chest hair afire with emotion and reddish
dye. Or ou?0he bleated at me, pointing atremulous finger upon which a zircon ring sparkled like the watery sun of Connacht
through the mists of dawn. Of ou®e sacked, you brownhatter. OAnd that was that, fisticuffs or no fisticuffs. Robb got in a
swift kick to my clenched withers as | retreated, abashed. Just goes to show, doesn@it. Like we were saying: People, en?
acan®live with em can® live without em, eh ducks,Oas my first neighbour, an ample Norse lass named Kristen
Lavransdottir used to say, smoking her meerschaum over the back fence round midnight with her blouse hanging out all over
the place, the old slag.
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Tall and tan and young and lovely

The Girl in the Red Tortuga

Comes Driving

And when she passes she goes “a-a-a-ah!”
When she drives she’s like a samba that
Swings so cool and sways so gentle

That when she passes each one she passes goes “a-a-a-ah!”

!
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Hush yer jabber isn’t that her now?
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Where was she?
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10 And that would be no day at the iced-lollie stand, 1@ wager. Although it might be just barely worseN what with the
potential for openly voiced disagreement (say through commentary scornful of the FYhrer@ wisdom, or outright yawning in
his face) leading to instant and/or prolonged incarceration leading in turn to painful executionN than the monologues | had to
sit through when | was working at Harbridge® L td., the school publishers, areal haven for the dispossessed and overweight
and weak of will. Wait till | tell youse, a Cheann Comhairle. My immediate supervisor, or Head Senior Sub-Editor, was a
burly old bore named Tall Talbot, no relation, who looked upon me as a protege, but it never took; indeed, | balked, and
initiated scurrilous rumours on his account. Not that he ever noticed. Percival,Ohe@ say, referring to me by a name not my
own, Q@n the kind of fellalikes to know what® going on, know what | mean? | @ like you to have a dekko round the place at
odd times and just slip me aword to the wise, comprende, tovarich? Then we can have a good old chinwag, what say you,
comrade?OThen, back in my three-by-five cubicle next to the lavatory, just when | was thinking |@ made good my escape,
lumbering footsteps, sawing breath, a bulky shadow, and an all-too-familiar drone would burst the bubble of my illusions:
O\h there y@re, lad. Did you know that | was the All-Ireland Junior Hurling Champion for the Under-14s when | was under
147 Did you know that | was a Freemason for about six months until my da found out about it and gave me the tanning of a
lifetime? Did you know that my da was a timekeeper for the Great Northern Railway when he was a nipper? Did you know
that | very nearly shook Eamonn de Valera® hand one day in Phoenix Park in 1957, but at the last minute decided not to,
which was the right decision because it wasn® Dev at all but an old fella named Fetts who delivered the coal ? Did you know
that one of my earliest hobbies was astronomy and that to this day | can name you all the principal galaxies and sub-
formations in the Cassiopoea cluster? Did you know that they made two versions of the VW Minibus, one with full petrol
power and one with single-rail diesel injection, and that at different stagesin my life |@e owned both kinds? Did you know
that | once walked from Cushendun to Cushendall the back way, via Limavady, Maghera, Magherafelt, and Derry? Did you
know that Hitler had only one big ball?20And so we come full circle, back to the lower reaches of Adolf and his dinner table.
(Parenthetically, that@ all ballocks, so to speak, as best | know the FYhrer was fully operational in that areaif not so much in
others.) Anyhow, next day or the day after | heard a commotion down the hall and shortly thereafter reportstrickled in to the
effect that Tall had been found dead, sprawled face first across the empty In box on his desk, verdict: death by strangulation
on hisown bilge. A day or so later a collection went round for flowers for him, poor sod. | put in atanner, breathing a prayer
that wherever he@ ended up 1@ not run into him then or later, may God bless his mortal remains and the soil they fertilise.
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11 Aha. The dreaded Foreshadowing strikes again, | reckon.
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2 A thigh-slapper indeed, as | hear, although | could never get past the dedication ((Pionta Guinness, le do thoil Q). Speaking
of books and the like, incidentally, you might be interested to hear that | ran into the afore-mentioned Milo Rogers when |
was up in town last week, and man oh man did he ever look cheesed off when he spotted me in the mirror above the bar in
Banville@ (you know, that trendy new joint off the Norrier), asif he(@ seen the ghost of his own worst enemy® granddad,
bedad. (Bastard,Ohe mouthed at me, silently, and | could tell he was displeased at having had the footnoter® job taken away
from him, but after all | lobbied hard for this position and he had three collections of poetry in the bookshops and a nice jolly
or jolly nice wife in that new head librarian and all N and alittle one on the way, according to the rumour millsN so where
was his beef, eh (I mouthed back at him, silently but furiously, across the bar)? But by the time | finished | realized the object
of my silent trans-bar-counter tirade was no longer Milo but atall galoot with a red nose and tinted spectacles who was
sneaking nervous glances at me over the top of his Sunday Dependent like he was about to be set upon by an irate bull in a
muddy pasture during arainstorm; so | went back to my drinkN speaking of which I stick to the Arthur@ | reckon, pints of
course, no no that@ do me fine, well all right a short one on the side if you must but make sure it@ Power®, neat, and none
of that bloody ginger ale, if you please, and no ice, mind. Cheers yourself, and may your front garden be forever free of
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33 |ike a cello incompetently played in a piece incompetently composed by some incompetent modernist arsehole with more
talents than talent? Like Sir Puff McCarthy or them Y anks Pillock Gloss or Stan Imperium or John Urdoes? Or another of
those naffing gits? Bloody wasters. With so much Beethoven around, it& like turning down afilet mignon in favour of a
Wimpy@® hamburger. | mean honestly.

% One of the all-time greats, jeez that was a corkin good read so Gwas, specially the part where Ottorino carves his namein
the back of whatsername® wardrobe.



Y&E.19F&#1'$! &,%.626)11#$815(">! %&) ESB%6BI&.-I:! $%65%. 8BY%6t,-&$,%6F6((1&:$6-!
16! &C5@A)! F&H#1$NG-).&L1)66)! '()6->1.11'5+& #1! $1UB6&-3()! N.11KAnSTO$L'$! -1 ('19C!
AH#1Z) AT -$%)&*>11$%-608#>F'0()! +0$96.51.11,'1$61$.'1! &OGF .#6!F.$%85'19! '$%66-#3+.5>!
$611.8(&*. 19[#$.@'019 \I+'(.$.,. &1#H6687.(*&,63.:$6)K1)!$&116)!'-56- #$&-(6$#! F%'5! $%66!
7("5!%&#176901!1$'1:&)6>1&1)!-6$.-6)>17&(). 19>I'76-F6.9%$! *EE

Any%'FC

["-----999%3\! #65. R-$.,0(&$6)N6-).8&>5'0$%! '+61! &1)! 65.$$.19>(.E6!&I#+.$$.19!7-&>!
J1#.)6-87(6! -&1)'5! ).#,%8-96%! . 16H&(.2&CH! (57# SF.$,%6)BS&P ., & (% #H66&-$5'++6)>Y6.#!
6*6#1+616)>!,(#6)>181)I'+616)! &9&.1%6.#668-$6#056) 176&$.1F.$%&1BPS-&I((! 1! $%6&.5+&1.!
21 Q") 56&H#0-65%.#6%6(.)#!:(05$6-6)( E6F&-*1 +.96'1#!83$%61.9%$! ).5.10$.76! 70$D('F6-.19!
&1)! 50#,(6 37'01)! N.11>EL1F1! $! %.#9.-(-.61)#X F6((>B! "1$%6&)F1 &$I&)! f((* #>B$!
(6&#% &HY'-E T0$\1f2 " (C

["--%G!

[Y&EGHF&EG*SI#&.)IN. 11H1&++ #%(*6! F&S$,%6)N6-).&).#61$&19(Blo. 5#6(:1-'5! #(66-+!
657-&,6CN6! F&#HS$.((01)6,.)6)! FI66$5%6%.#I0#.1 #1&++6&-&1,65.9%$76$$6-T6!)6#,-.76)! &#
[$Y66I5&((126-#."11 ;! &Y(&-96).1'#&0- \I'! [$%6&5.(* 3.865") 6(126-#."11":! &H5E&(().1'#&O->\H&*!
&11'26-#.86)176(,.-&+$'-1-8&$%6-1$%&11&15.1.&$0-BP!<'-I"((#&0-0#@!CICIC

T$IF'0()!761&1:6((&!F.$%!$%661%6((!":1&11'26-7.$6>1&1*%6'FC

[Y&##8!$.568.1h0.-6)IN6-)>I#5&, E.1919% #!(.4+#C

[T$H96&(B(67610#&.)IN. 11CI#! -6:.196-! $&++6)% HEES, %F. $%%6682%.91.:.,&1,6G!')!
$)&* #1$%6!)8HC

[Tis!$%&FS>\1'1,0--6)!  N6-).8C6! #&I+>V #5*64#18H& (67 (06!7(0-176%.1)6*6(.)# $%&$!
F61$0+1&1)1)F1! (E6P616$.&TA(.1)#.11&9&(6CTisCTEL'FCN%&$! *0! $&E@6! :'->1&0,E.1!
66_.$alL0$!1'$!$.((1$%6!+C50>!(.E6C

[D-06C!LO$!*'6?6!$%6!701$.19>!$%6!,0$(6-*>1$%6!,&$6-6-HCL1$Y0B!'$%06-!1#.)6!"I$'F1CT

GO#FDSBUEFL! . 1106#S. 158, ((*(6>F&#41)! #:856-6! $%-6@. (6#18&1) &P&(L'S! #$65!
$1#$6-1#! 1'$150, %! &15-&2& .8 $-826-H#63&-13%6))! 7'$$(616,EL01)! $%BI%'+:8#+6,.&((*!

15~Carfax comes to mind (see Killarle An ArseFace, pp. 1-241), but he@ in chokey, isn® he, and anyhow he® well over 60 or
|®n a blooming Cuban rumba dancer (which 1®n not, last | checked).
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18 That would be the gals to whom you(@e referring, needlessN | hopeN to say (I think). But you never know, nowadays, do
you, what with the traditional saintly if abit musty symbols of Christianity immemorial (well, al right, Catholicism, and a bit
of High C. of E.N and I., of course, at the heel of the hunt)N statues, icons, votives, etc., all one way or another signs of sin
and redemption and all that carryonN going the way of the manual Hoover and transistor radio and being replaced (in the
popular mind of the modern liberal neo-intellectual) with the chic backdrop to all art and culture, and not alittle political life
and TV, aswell: two blokes a-buggering! Why, let @m get on with it, | don® give atoss, it@ the elevation of it al into a
bloody religion that gets me. The shibboleth of modern tolerance and Holy Duo of the secularist® Church of the Sacred
RectumN and if you don®like it, well sod off, so to speak, and devil take the hindmost, as it were. Dear me. Hard to imagine
what Sister Alphonse would say. Chite in shallots,Oprobably, knowing that old girl (just ask Francie about her, he@ got a
story or two to tell right enough), just before popping open a cold one to go with her teatime Partagas. Sainte go var.
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" More appositely, perhaps, images arise also of Starstiofain of (in) glorious memory, hunched
giggling over his microfilm, one hand (usually the left, they say) in his Jockeys!

18 Romantically so named for the defeated champion of Irish legend. The name of Cu Chulainn, victor of the match, was a bit
too extravagant as a moniker for their brat, his parents thoughtN but then they were always an unambitious pair, God knows,
and hardly spoke at all for days, nay weeks, at a stretch, bar the odd QVhat?Oor GDh, it® you.O

% Radio Killoyle FM 75, all talk and no action except between 2 and 4 in the am. Saturdays when Jack d@rcy Duncan-
Torque plays his restored eighteenth-century clavichords and harpsichords and fortepianos and spinets and God knows what
all, the bloody old Peeping TomN and | say that with some authority, as he used to live out by my Aunt Nuala, you see.
That@ right, the one with the backside. One day she caught him staring in her window with an expectant expression on his
clayey features. (Hello, sailor,Oshe said, being alikely old gal, even at her advanced age (61 and counting); but your man
bolted, staring (it was reported) over both shoulders alternately, such was his panic. He was never seen again in that district
of the city (N.E., near the canals), but that very night his radio programme went on the air for the first time: very suggestive,
if you ask me. . . oh, isit my round already? Next one? Fair enough. [t@ your shout, then.



$@-68SH#.)6! 7+ €6214+6-# 1&((*>$' %684!-611$6(($Y06IS-*d18.1)! & D-68&BROISFE6()&N 2 &:1-6%>!
06&)B*H#$6-. 0#(*] ). H8&++68-6).114+&.1F.$%]616-&(I c=e0::*>B(.,.$.19L05'0-#! "I .((.,.$H+&H#. 1!
&1)!16('+6561$! F.$Y68/$&(($E.,.$0-14+&1 Bok6&H#& DS 6P,6+$8' L-61>F%'! #&F!676-*F%6-61$%6!
A&L)! I @BPI<[L(*] -1 $%66&, SBYEEVOBF()! 78#$&-F&HT(.1)! &HEIOFSHY6*=Yb& ?6&..)!$%6666)!
&0 A-#S$6+! +6-#1&((*>F'0! 5&-EISH F-)# &Y#%&))0+F&I(.$H(E.S\@TIS0-641 $%61&.1$6)!
)6&)! -0776)! #%'0()6-#!.1! $%BH0&((F&F.$%R9.191%-'5% "I f.,%&6(! 2'((.1#>567.11c=".99.1#>!
1616-&(Ic=e0::*1&1)ID&5![="1E6-\If&, 1"6-'1>1$%661%837(.1)! 7&((&)66-C!!

[D%6-6=H#I'5! -1 '16! 5'-6! 9%6-'! %6-6>\L-61! F&#! F'1$! $'! 50#6! ‘03! (‘0)>! F%.(6!
/1$65+(&$.19/5% @IS +'-$-&. $9&((6-*111$% @1 $-&1,6%& (AL HL$$(6L. +6183+0::181)!8D0-9(6470$!
SF1=$I76%0>1(&)>1'-1 &1*1:1 ¥0-1 H-"?'1 - BL)#>F0! & 1I76%0-6!! $%&$&17(66).1=1.$CD1,%!:!
7(66).1='N.&11&IN&.(6-#C!G6=?6!$%6!7&)!)-"+1.1*&CI TIE16F!.§!:#5SV%6

[T:T=26266&)!)-+! F%6-61'0()! .$%6&?6%56! :-'5a\l .1h0.-6)! N6-).&>6&H#1&7(*>$'" %.#!
:&$%6-=#1-6$-68$.19!7&,EC

cl! $%6'$%6-1 %&1)>M'&L!- M6&1$Y66&5>! -69&-)6)! %6-!:.-#8.1)31(* -1 F.$%!
6h0&1.5.$*>167611&::6,$.'1>1&$!$.56#C!

[",%! *6-1)6! hO&-6%%'1661H0-6&-18-61,%8&, YoH0-6H&->\HY6=H&* 11&H.6-,.19! |&(F&*!
&,,61$F%.(64-.#.198+&-9!5.10$.76! N6-).&=HY66EH.$%&! .-5! +.1,%!1! 6.$%6#.)6!81)!$%6-67*!
6(.,.$.191&19-* #%-.6E#'! F%.,%D%66-015&$6-1&(+64#+ 1#6>F%61H ##6)>F&HI0#0&(*! <.11+0-6!
A.:6*.)6@F! #%&--&*6-19'7C\KMB&T M'&1EL'F1! +- 5&-.(* &H&5>\! F&H#&(#'F.)6(* E1'F1!
&#ELlaficionadal’:! 7'$$(6)!(.h0-#>15-6=#! $%64.$*COY6+&S6-1&(BH#+1#6!'((F6)!  $%G!16#!:!
$%66PY%'-$&$.'1h0'$6)! &7'26! '->! F.$%1%E&?.&11 1, #616#ES%E.ECH:! <#H&*@1')! "::>! *0C\!
C$%6-F #H6FD0&F. SUBP, 6141 1$-&,6+$.'1! <.$76.1957&, EB%615%6668)* 0l#>F6((. 18" $%6h#@>!
H9666-{88. 16#H#E$%AF6(:8-6! #$&S68HIF6! &((/E1'F>! $0-1.19%'164#$),.$.861#1.1$' +&5+6-6)!
(&*&T'0$#@81)! &)?&1,.19! &96!<'%>&1)! M'& BI6&1=6P$-656!)67.(.$&$.'1!'((F.19! &!7'0$! !
70(.5.&!-61)6-.19! %6-4#'56$%.19!:! &1I'0#,%F.$8K0-?.7"-! .11&++6&-&1,681)!:.-5(*! h06((.1981*!
(.196-.19)6#.-6!'()! L-61!5.9%$%&?61661:66(.1970$FE&H#1=3@P5'-6! ,%.()-61!_'.16)! N6-).&!.1!
$%66!+-.2.(696)!,8&$69'-*11c:#+-.191":1$%6!008&. LH#C N6 F&H#I&LI 1 (*],%.()>1+"-1 71*C!

T11:&,$>1.$IF&#!:.16!7*1%.5C



[N.1617*156>\1%6#&.)!. 11&1'$%6-$65+"-&(1#+8&$.& (1 LS6 P$8%&H! %. #(&$$%BH-6#61B16&->!
&1)!1&!-6#+'1#6!$'IN. 11=#!+-"+'#&(I"K

Q@ &0.,E!'7.$6)'F1#$&.-#! &BN&.-*IN&-56-=#8.((*(6=#16F6#$K1)! $-61).6#$B6&$6-*!
:6&$0-.191%3# o6& ($%B65#!#0,%&#!7&7*1 9-661! #1&+)-&9'1#! . 11'1.'1! 9-&?*>USC!
M'%13F-$! +z${>B06#(.!,&E6##3$0::6)F.$%506#(.>26(676&1(.8&-)!-'((#>K1)!,%&-,'&(3
7-&.#6)!61).?6#'a la Katangaised'!
V@ &1%6&-$F-E'0$! &$M.5=#5! '1! DY%AH&-&)6KNG-).&H#%" "E! %.#%06&)!10-.'0#(*! &$!
$%.#0996#$.'170$#&.)!11'$%.19>#-6:6--.19!$'1 ,.$6!%.#7_6,$.'1#! .11)06! ,'0-#6! .1!$%6!
56$%").,&(! -)6-! .11F%.,%B%6*+-6#61$6)$%65#6(?6¢ Q@' !7(")*! 7'-.19d!V@#"!
7(")*! 6P%&0#3$.18dB!'! 50,%!%'--.7(6!+'+! 50#.,d!Z@H%@g>r-676-! $016)!$'! #'56!
f-'114+6,.&(dIR@!$"15& 1 *I#F6&$*1%&.-*1 7('E6#@d
U@ &7-#EHS$-'((1&('19!$%6I$-&1)>#&#ED%E1% +#:4' D%E% '+ % '#6!.1&090-&$.' 1) &*!
SIF&HC
D%6*#6B!::CING-).&>1" #('7! &$%6&-F&#!)-64##6)! .1!&h0.$6>1)66)! 6P,6##.76(*B(69&1$!
].&21:-&1,"" f&:.'#"1 )'07(6 F-6&#$6)7(063&1)F%.$68F.((I+.1#%5-.+6H0.$F.$%k!("#6(*! E1'$3$6)!
H-.1,.+6##8161.58N&1,0("#.(E$.6)6+.,$.19!-&5+&1$E&(5&$.&1##6F!:! 1., 6(*17*1 &B'0,%!":! 9'()!
-'01)! $%@ E! &-68&1)!&¥6(('F.#%P006)2&1E.620&BE6+6)'0$!,*(*! :-'5! $%G-6&#H E6S!(.E6!
&['16!)&::").(! .11&)-&.1&96).$,%0N#$&-ENS-&#SN.11F-6! '1(*! 5&-"1! *,(.19! #%'-$#916*.19!
$611.#H%'6#81)! &1I': F%.$6T-15&1! #.19(6$320616$$6-$'! 6P+#6!%.#7.,6+#1:'-1 +0+'#6#!"!
? #0&('F".19!"1$%6!"++'#.$6>1&1)!:&-!:&.-6->1#6PC

TSIF&#H!,'()>1708C

[L--->1.$=#1)>\! %650$$6-6)>E#B%6*#$-)6! &('19X -! -&$%6-N11#$-")6>IF%.(6N6-).&!
+-'9-6##6)! .11%.#+-6, #6>#$6& ($U-&*>( . E6KID. & 1P ('$Yot+66)*! . 1!,'5+&-.#'1!  $'1'$%6-#!! %.#!
#+6,.6#C

[4%'0()1=$!%&?6!F'-11$%&SIHS0+.)17(")*1#.19(6$>14#%'0()!*0!1$%6 1 >156!'F () I#Fa&Sa\

20y um yum oh yum, especially them endives. | had some back in Katanga in oh 1959? B0? Served at the Grand Hotel
Balubain Stanleyville by a courteous maitre dOnamed Patrick, if | remember right, or wasit Patrice? Oh it has me fair
drooling over meself, it does, as my old Great-Uncle Charlie used to say down the pub before closing time when Olly the
publican came round to adjust Charlie@ bib and bowtie and pour him out a valedictorian brace of Theakston@ (thiswasin
Y orkshire, not far from Hutton-le-Hole) before summoning the ambulance service. Stuck it out till he was 92, but (Charlie,
that is). And we the nits who@ written him off at 45, when he had his first pneumatic seizure. Just goes to show, doesn@it.
Aye, don@mind if | do. I@ have a half of the black stuffN oh all right, make it a pint, the evening bids fair to wend its way
out the door and down the toilet anyhow, if you follow my drift. Cheers.
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2 Anti-, surely.

2 1@l bet. Last time | stopped in at one of those Y ank fast-food parlours | was taken with abdominal cramps that had me bent
double in the fast-jockey position for the better part of three days, nowhere more so than at the office, where they al politely
ignored me, despite my groans of distress. Finally, with ajerk, | was free, and vowed never to set foot in that place againN
but wouldn®you know it, no more than the hint of a smile from a pretty girl, ah areal beor so she was; anyhow there | was
again, doubled over like afoetusN for five days this time, and finding it deucedly hard to carry on a coherent, let alone
seductive, conversation, let me tell you, what with the frequency and volume of posterior winds, but somehow | managed,
and we were married shortly thereafter in St. Piers Ploughman@®, Mayfair. The marriage was a happy one for a day or so but
during our honeymoon on Mykonos she decamped with alocal fisherman named Anthony Quinn, an Irish immigrant. Ot
was love at first sight,Oshe later told Bandstand. OAnd my own desperate need to get shut of that horrible git | married. Of
course, | was abused as a child.Ol missed the bint for awhile, but all in all it was better that way. Then came Aisling.

2 ifting crates? And your man complaining about it? Typical, isn®it? No one wants hard work any more. Why | spent the
better part of my early twenties waist-deep in bogwater, indoors and out, working as a bog tester for the Bord Na Mona. One
night | remember asif it were yesterday. There | was, standing in putrid bilge up to my oxters when a voice whispered

Or oule out.Ol slewed round, of course, but there was no one there; only abit further on, in the dim tangle of a gnarled oak
tree barely visible against the pearly grey of nocturnal cloud cover, | perceived what methought to be the ember-glow of a
fine tobacco pipe, and | fancied | heard the cavernous sucking of mighty lungs such as a pooka might boast of. Boys o boys it
gave me aturn, | can tell you. | heaved myself out of that mud pit and never looked back till | was halfway down the Dual
Carriageway to Naas, Co. Kildare, overtaking lorriesin the fast lane. Brazil nuts? No thanks. Just the stout, please.
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20dd, certainly; but let me tell you. The DriscoesOshop back in Battersea had its electrical and ladiesQunderwear
departments reversed, as | recall, eliciting complaints from the clientele although the mannequins were considerably sexier
than the ten-foot-lengths of flex and grab bags of clothespins, unless you®e Herm Mann the Handy Man or one of them lads,
of course.
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% See Da Grotty Paint PushinQOQimpiad, A Moistly Oyrish Fart, for the gen on this one. Page something or other, | think,
or was it One through Four Hundred Odd? | knowN why not go and buy it, the way youd find out for yourself.
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% They did. And proof positive can be had in the casual pages of Kerfloyle, An Aryan Horse, pp. 1-245 or thereabouts.
Actually, | remember it myself, quite distinctly thank you very much: The Rat Versailles, they called it, and fellasin the bar
used to place bets on the size and speed of each other@ rodents, a sport encouraged by Carfax the jockey, the old scut. One
night | stayed there on my way toN well, the other end of town, | suppose, since | was a pretty poor traveler in those days.
Anyhow, it was my first and last night there, and not because of the incessant scuffling, chewing, sniffing and toe-gnawing of
the indigenous rat population, although that was bad enough; still, you got used to it after awhile. No, wait till | tell you.
There | wasin Room 101 (most significant to what follows, so feel free to refer back to it at any time, mate), lying rigidly on
my sideN wearing the orange p.j.s, if memory serves, the ones with the amber piping and pseudo-coat-of-arms round the
vest-pocket areaN and staring unblinkingly out the window at the turbulent Killoyle skies of an early pre-Christmas morn.
Imagine my reaction when all of a sudden, directly in line with my unflinching gaze, there appeared the vast shadowy bulk of
aghostly dirigible bearing the legend R-101, manned by a skeleton crew!!! It coasted by bearing those ghostly revenants
from the disaster, all of them wearing the expressions of that Norwegian painting Give Us a Shout or Girl Bawling or
whatever it is; well, you can believe (I will, thanks, and no | don® mean switching to Jamesons at all, cheers) | was up and
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out of there with my old Brownie in hand, snapping vigorously away, only misfortunately there were the fire stairs, weren®
they, and down | went, didn®1, and smash went my old Brownie, didn®it, so phut went my story, and snap went my left leg,
and that was one Christmas | had a front-row view of the nursing station down at the Mater Misericordiae. (Flying accident,O
was my curt reply to interrogation anent the cause of my injury, enigmatically adding only QNorthern France.OThat shut @m
up, | can tell you. But those faces, that airshipN they haunt meyet . .. No, absolutely not Jamesons, for the love of Christ, |
mean Bushmills is already bad enough, but | draw the line. Do they not have Paddy(® |eft? Oh dear oh dear. Well, wedl sort
this out somehow. | knowN you can buy this round.
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28 Knickers, eh? Same to you. Now you listen here, you. I@e about had enough of you. Knickers, eh? Whose? Go on, step
aside, | mean outside, and let@ settle this like MEN. Got it? Go on, step outside. There, he@ gone. It always works with the
dim ones. Mother, same again? Never say never@ my motto, as long as you®e buying.
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29 Clever Johnny, arencha. What, hairy and twitching, were they, them chimneys? Dear me, must have been easy to spot that
class of a place from adistance. Oy, you there. 1n still waiting. Do you need a road map?
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<Or was that the sneering of a long-dead Regency buck!?@
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% True enough. | lost count of the number of times | saw The Front Door@ Ajar, especially (God don® get me started now
I®n an emotional sod when roused) the scene where Jill Theakston says good-bye to Ben Ripton in the garage and the lights
suddenly go on, revealing Hank and Nellie® decomposed bodies? Ah God. Hang on atick and 131 befine, if | could just get
aloan of your hankie and another quick drop of that Earwickers. Cheers. Ah God. (Tis no bloody younger 1n getting and
that@ a fact. No ice in the Powers, please. Hic. Oh, | beg your pardon.
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wretch checked into Sri Mickey Munga's Self-Esteem Institute in Canyon Loco, California, for a proper

3L Ah God and amid the throng she passed along the meadow-floor:
Soring seemed to smile on Earth awhile, and then no more;

But whence she came, which way she went, what garb she wore

| noted not; | gazed a while, and then no more! hic.

Wherewas |? Ah .. . .| saw her once, one little while, and then no more:
Qwas Paradise on Earth a while, and then no more.

Ahl AHA! What avail my . . .what wasit . ..my. . .Damn, | learned this shite by heart twenty times over back in Mrs.
O'Blowery's class at Elfindale Comprehensive, 45 Mud Road, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath. . .ah, I've got it, vigils pale, that's
it, vigilspale. . .my magic lore? That'sit. Then what. Perhaps a small drop of that might ease the bonds, as the old wan
always used to say before hanging his balls on the tree, come Christmas Eve . . .cheers. Now. Here goes.

She shone before mine eyes awhile, and then no more.
The shallop of my peace is wrecked on Beauty@ shore.

Near Hope@ fair isle it rode awhile, and then no more!

No, I'm not done yet, bear with me atick . . .Yes, it's. ..

| saw her once again, than awhile, or for awhile. . . no, onelittle while, that's it, and then no more:
Earth looked like Heaven a little while, and then no more.

Her presence thrilled and lighted to itsinner core
My desert breast a little while, and then no more.

So may, perchance, a meteor glance at midnight o@r

Some ruined pile a little while, and then no more! Hic!
Ah Christ.



course in self-love, complete with manuals, how-to videos, board-certified gigolos, and bedside
accessories. After an intensive three weeks, it was apparent that none of this claptrap had had the
slightest redemptive or indeed any effect at all, so poor Ms. E. took charge of her own destiny by
fleeing to Amsterdam, in which lowlying metropolis®? she hoped to find, as she put it, uncertainly, “a
man?” Instead, a man—~Chief Inspector Barry Van der Valk of the Amsterdam Homicide Squad—
found her, cold and stiff in her attic room in the Hotel Wim-Kok on Ruudlubbersgracht near the
central railway station, having done for herself by means of polythyrene lkea shopping bag,

clothesline and lukewarm bathwaterC!Q!Cq
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%2 Ahh I'm with yathere boy. | know what you're saying, like. Another words, it's afine city and not just for the
whoopsadaisy, oh say no more. Mind you, last time | was over | found myself fondling myself in front of awindow on the
Jodenbreestraat behind whichN hicN stirred a Mary Robinson-lookalike, in fishnet stockings and bra and sweet f.a. else, so
what do | do | says to meself | says Well now's your chance you perishinQwanker to find out if there's any juice l€ft in the old
magneto at all at all and by janey boys do you know what well | can't rightly recall as no sooner had Mary (as her name
turned out to be, by an odd coincidence doncha think) opened the drawer in her chaise longue to display afine array of hic, of
riding crops and allied materials, than | fell asinstantly and completely asleep asif 1'd been attending a performance of
Morris dancing, or a speech by our local librarian, Mr. Burns. Funny thing was, | ran into her again in the National Library a
few weeks later, doing research on cures for the clap. Before you could say Jack Robertson we were engaged and then, you
guessed it, we were on the first stage of an idyllic honeymoon in some of the lesser-known resorts of the North: Dhu Varren,
Limavady, Magilligan Strand . . . well, anyhow, Gwas in Portrush that she met Blake Richards, an amateur astronomer and
go-for-it sort of bloke, and the moment she spoke the words (Help me get rid of that ghastly wankerOhe took prompt action
and had her marriage annulled by proxy, somewhere in Mexico (Veracruz, | believe). Last | heard they made a stunning
couple attending inaugural balls for worthy causes such as Woodman@ Leg Relief, Run-A-Way, Worldwide Fat Fund, etc.
Pity: I quite fancied her, especially from the elbows down.

% Very odd, if you ask me (I know you didn't, but never mind, as long as you're here)Btry Measure for Measure on for size,
for one, with your gal Marianna in the moated grange and that lubricious Angelo article who | see as being portrayed by
some oily bugger with great gleaming liverlips and staring eyes and what have you hic. Or that bloody Simon of Athens or
what's his bloody face. It's my frank opinion that we've been blinded to the Bard's profound weirdness by all this worship of
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the very ground he trod (or was that Bacon?), abetted in this by poncey English actors with good voices and thighs but the
brains of woodlice. . . oh, the man was a nutter, so he was, whoever he was, that's plain enough. Planting humps upon
unblemished backs; dressing up fellas like gals and vicey versy; calling everyone, even Germans, by Italian names, unless
they were English, then saddling them with unlikely monikers like Bardolph and Pistol (except for Hamlet the supposed
Dane, now there was a case in point, a twenty-year-old spoiled brat coming up with blank verse like that? don't make me
laugh); situating most of the interesting action just out of the audience's reach, offstage, and sending in some tarted-up
messenger or Greek choirboy to tell us all about it, with much eye-rolling and "harks"; recycling the same tedious laugh-a
minute-1-don't-think characters like Falstaff and Mistress Quickly and Doll Tearsheet, yuk yuk yawn; putting high poetry
(and don't get me wrong, some of it's fucking sublime so it is) into the mouths of very dim lightbulbs (see Hamlet, above)
who wouldn't know a verse if reared up and bit 'em in the cross-garters; and God knows what else. Odd, as | say. Odd, too,
that I'm seeing two of things now. Two of you, two of him, two of her. . .and oooh four of those, well it's not so bad |
suppose. . . | will, now that you mention it. Just the one, and make it a small one. But then | really must go home, no it's no
use insisting, that's final and over with and that's that. Oh all right.

341 beg your pardon. | was never there but I@e nothing against the plain people of Thailand. Thai- or Ire-, aland@aland for
aCthat, eh?
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35 Ah | know all about that one, thanks to the crack on-the-spot reporting by our heroic lads and lasses of the Clarion. Dean
McC. had in mind Ray Lopez the Head Custodian and his apprentice Assistant Head Custodian Abdul bin Salaami, who was,
God, or Allah, knew, not exactly cheap, having become a cause cZ«bre via being an illegal stowaway on a Y emeni freighter
that had been boarded by the U.S. Navy as it suspiciously approached Norfolk Roads, with all lights switched off and Ibn
Khaltoun's Biggest Hits blaring out of its loudspeakers. They found Bin Salaami cowering behind a copy of Men Only,
capable only of spluttering, with hands outspread, asiif illustrative of an explanation that was never forthcoming; accordingly,
INS flung him in the cooler, but then it was that fan and shite, as it were, collided. After enough of a din had been raised by
human rights lawyers worldwide, led by Killoyle's own homegrown Pasionaria, Nuala O'Fintan, who in the company of her
partnerN the soppy term, not the legal oneN the famous Buddhist barrister of the Mahayana, or Greater Vehicle, sect, Todd
Gilbey, staged an impromptu demo outside Mansion and Leinster Houses in the heart of dear dirty Dub, then shifted their
attention(s) to the World Court in 'sGravenhage, the Houses of Parliament in London Town, the ElysZe Palace in Gay Paree,
das Bundeskanzlerei in Berlin of the bracing Iuft. . . und so weiter, if you® pardon my French. Upshot: Abdul bin Salaami
was released on his own recognizance and widely interviewed on TV shows, after which he began an illustrious career as an
under-janitorN sorry, Assistant Head CustodianBat Downstairs State, where the Vaginus Professor of Ovarian Studies, an ex-
Irishwoman (sorry, person) named Eileen McCorlicue, being a cousin of Ms. O'Fintan's (front stepsin Clontarf, all those ages
ago, sneaking Woodbines together when both had been smitten by the same muscular wee bastard from down the way, Colm
Manning, now part-owner of a cod-and-chips franchise on Bundoran Strand that@ going great guns, thank you very much,
and why not visit his website at colmmanningscodandchipstandinbundoran.com) elected to further publicize the universal
schweinerei that was Abdul bin Salaami® Islamania by insisting that Downstairs State place itself squarely on the world's
map of right-thinking humanitarianism and offer the poor humble village-bred Third Worlder (a very satisfactory hue of dark
chocolateN almost 1boN brown, as well, enabling him to spring out at you from any Aryan-washed group photograph, say in
publicity brochures) a jobN OR ELSE. The University senate considered the issue for all of five minutes, then issued their
verdict.

"Not a problem," they said, one or two of them adding, "Hey!"

Abdul's subsequent attempt to sodomize Professor McCorlicue, once he'd sussed out what she was Professor of, was
hushed up and airbrushed out of the university's records, and, fairly warnedN but decorously; all present knew he held the
ultimate weapon, Exposure to the Media, in his strong right handN he took up his post, much to Ray Lopez's dismay. Ray
attempted to lay down the law in classic Cuban style, viz: "Now you listena me, jew sunnamabitch, maybe jew think jew're
somepin real especial, but lemme telljew, around here jew're workin' for me and what | say go, OK?"

"Qus em'mah," replied Abdul, evenly, turning his back on Ray to light an officially forbidden cigarette (a Dunhill,
no less, the crafty wee shitebox) . . . hic. Imagine them Arabs, never taking a drink. Small wonder the place is going down the
tube.
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% Hold on there a sec boy, how do you teach stamina? No, seriously, how do you do? It, | mean. No, not that. Stamina. Got
it? Not much? Oh | seetaking the piss are we right then I'll just find myself another quiet corner somewhere over here behind
the fruit machines . . . well, twist my arm, I'll not say no, but no ice, thanks. Hic.
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And yet! There'd been moments in New Ur of the Chaldees, Ohiowa, that like the music of
Aaron Copland had answered a lifetime's longing for America, like the 4&$0-)&*B.9%N &($8
from L.((*!$%@.) one drowsy afternoon beside bug-loud Lake Sandman, or the long drive he
once took into the rolling wheaty countryside one fine June day to a winery recommended by
Shan, one of his less abrasively student-like students (i.e. neither baseball-capped nor black-
clad), there to sample a silken Chardonnay from America's breastland and gaze out upon that
vast horizon beneath stately plump Buck Mulligans of clouds crossing a burning ochre sky, or
the bracing brightness of the fine spring days. . . And the drip drip drip of autumn rains from
the eaves at No. 120, Barracuda Court, with the TV reassuringly booming in the background,

and a "cold one" at, or in, hand, and a poem or two (not by Henry) somewhere about . ..



And the swat and thock of baseball in the long summer nights, under moth-buzzed spotlights

reflected in the quiet gleam of a 1959-vintage student-buffed convertible in the gloaming . . .

And the sweet sight and scent of girls girls girls, every single one a Callipygean Aphrodite with
swinging ponytail and tanned legs and pant gasp pants. ..

"1)!1$%6!&7'-.9.1&(!.5561#.$*!":1$%6!1.9%3$!+&#$!$%6!,.$*1(.5.$#!F%6-6!$%6!-'&)#!-&1!$%6.-!,'0-#6!
D%6!f.(63266+!Y")!.11$%6!)6+$%#!"IF%.,%!#$6)!1.9%%$!,-6&$0-6#!":1).561#."1#!01E1'F1!.1!
T-6(&1)>!&1)!:&-$%6-!"11$%6-6!70-7(6)!$%6!&7'-1.19'Y &7 &#UHEAEIEmbering power of endless
freight trains wailing their mournful way northward to South Bend and westward to Chicago and
southward to Kansas City and eastward to Baltimore and beyond. . ..

And beyond ... AND.
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